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DIVISION 71:  CHILD PROTECTION — 

[Supplementary Information No B40.]  

Question:  Mr C.C. Porter requested a breakdown of the circumstances regarding the number of children in the 
CEO’s care who were abused in the 2006-07 year by other than the carer. 

Answer:  As at the time of the 2006-07 Annual Report, there were a total of 25 substantiated abuse in care cases 
for that year. These substantiations include emotional, physical or sexual abuse.  Ten of these were confirmed as 
abuse in care by carers. A further five were also considered to be abuse in care by carers but there was 
insufficient information at the time of the report to identify the persons responsible.  The remaining 10 were 
abuse by other than the caregiver, broken down as follows: 

5 of these cases involved a parent of the child 

2 cases involved other persons in the placement or household 

In 3 cases, there was insufficient information at the time of the report to identify the persons responsible 

[Supplementary Information No B41.] 
Question:  Mr C.C. Porter asked, as at April 2007 how many Indigenous children were in the State of Western 
Australia. 

Answer:  The exact population of Indigenous children as at April 2007 is not available.  The most recent count is 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006 Census (conducted in August 2006), when there were 25,659 
Indigenous children (persons aged zero to 17 years) in Western Australia, making up 5.3 percent of the state’s 
481,843 children (Source: Cat. No. 2068.0 Census Tables Age by Indigenous Status by Sex). 

[Supplementary Information No B42.]  
Question:  Mr C.C. Porter requested details of the SafeCare’s families program, and notably whether there have 
been any notifications to the Director General of children being at risk by the possible actions of individuals 
engaged in the SafeCare program. 

Answer:  Under the funding agreement between the Department for Child Protection and SafeCare, SafeCare 
only works with clients who are formally referred by, or are already known to the department.  There is ongoing 
liaison with referring caseworkers concerning families seen by SafeCare staff.  Any concerns about safety are 
fully documented and also recorded in the six monthly client progress reports to the department.  Any 
perpetrators who discontinue the Families Program without completing the program satisfactorily are reported to 
DCP. 
The protocol between the department and SafeCare was developed specifically to ensure that responsibility for 
child protection remains with the Department for Child Protection. 

Perpetrators of intra-familial abuse in SafeCare’s program are required to enter into a contractual arrangement 
with SafeCare.  The contract includes attendance and supervision requirements. 

There have been no notifications of clients breaching their contract with SafeCare’s Families’ Program over the 
past two years. 

[Supplementary Information No B43.] 
Question:  Mr C.C. Porter asked for the average length of stay for a child in care in relation to placements. 
Answer:  Of those placements which ended during the period 1 July 2007 and 30 April 2008, the average length 
of the placements was 213 days. 

[Supplementary Information No B44.]  
Question:  Mr C.C. Porter asked for the number of children in the CEO’s care who became eligible for adoption 
in the past financial year. 
Answer:  There were seven children who were in the CEO’s care who became eligible for adoption by unrelated 
prospective adoptive parents in the financial year 2006-07.  In addition, there were two children who were 
adopted by a carer in 2006-07 under the Adoption Act 1994.  Neither child was in the care of the CEO. 

[Supplementary Information No B45.] 
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Question:  Mr C.C. Porter asked for the circumstances of the top five length of stays for children under the care 
of the CEO. 
Answer:  The top five lengths of stay for children who are in the care of the CEO as at 30 April are 17.7 years, 
17.7 years, 17.5 years, 17.5 years and 17.3 years. 

[Supplementary Information No B46.] 
Question:  Mr C.C. Porter asked for the average number of days between the commencement of an investigation 
and the outcome of an investigation. 
Answer:  The average length of time between the commencement of an investigation and the outcome of the 
investigation (investigation decision date) is 100 days. It is relevant to note that all reports of concern regarding a 
child are the subject of an initial assessment by departmental officers to determine what, if any, immediate or 
substantial risk there may be to the child. In this way matters are prioritised such that urgent and at risk reports 
are investigated immediately. Those reports that, for example, are of matters that occurred in the past and where 
there is no immediate risk to a child are responded to in as timely a manner as possible. 

[Supplementary Information No B47.]  
Question:  Dr G.G. Jacobs requested a breakdown of the 70 regional and metropolitan carers who have been 
recruited, as identified on page 1138. 
Answer:  Figures updated for the period 1 July to 12 May 2008 show 119 foster carers have been assessed and 
registered by the department.  This figure includes general foster carers, one to one carers and professional foster 
carers. A break down of this figure into regional and metropolitan districts is as follows: 
 

East Kimberley 4 
West Kimberley 6 
Murchison 5 
Pilbara 3 
Great Southern 1 
South West 13 
Goldfields 4 
Wheatbelt 10 
Peel 11 
  

Armadale 7 
Cannington 6 
Fremantle 6 
Joondalup 6 
Mirrabooka 12 
Midland 4 
Perth 7 
Rockingham 3 
Fostering Services 8 
One to One 3 

In addition, the department has assessed and registered 478 relative carers for the same period. 

[Supplementary Information No B48.] 
Question Mr C.C. Porter asked whether any payments had been made by way of compensation or ex gratia 
payments to children or families by the department in the last financial year. 
Answer:  There have been no compensation or ex gratia payments made to children or families by the department 
in the last financial year. There were three writs settled through RiskCover between March 2008 and May 2008 
relating to abuse in care claims (by former wards) however in each case the claimants were adults when the 
amounts were actually paid out. 

__________ 
 


